
 

Beyond the Flash 

Visual Story 

 

This is a visual story for audiences with autism, Asperger’s, 

Sensory Processing Disorder, learning disabilities and other 

associated conditions. It contains information and pictures to 

prepare you for your visit to the theatre. 

If you have any questions about your theatre visit,  
please contact the theatre . 



Characters 

Some characters are performed by actors and some characters are puppets  

Air Hostess who greets and takes 
care of all passengers 

Father, Mother and Joel as a little boy 

Captain of Banter Airlines 



Characters 

 

There are 4 puppets in the show and we also manipulate objects 

 

Puppet Joel 

Cloud Man (in charge of the weather), Destiny the  Dragon and Flopsy  

Object manipulation to demon-
strate the changes in weather 



The Show 

BEYOND THE FLASH 

- a story about a teenager called Joel and how he deals with the loss of his father. 

 

The story opens  with Joel in his bedroom looking at a plane flying past outside the window.  
Joel is sad and decides to pack his suitcase. He finds an old box with an old camera in it. He 
points it at the audience and takes a picture. The camera flashes. 

 

In the next scene we see a flashback to when Joel is a little boy. It is his birthday. His mum and 
dad give him a camera. Joel takes a picture and the camera flashes. 

 

Flash forward, back to the present day. Joel finishes packing, including the camera, and goes to 
sleep. In the morning he goes to the airport and catches a plane. Before he sets off he takes out 
an old photograph of his father. He is missing him very much. 

 

On the plane the Captain gives the safety talk, and the Air Hostess demonstrates the safety 
equipment. The plane takes off. After some turbulence everyone falls asleep. Whilst they are 
asleep Joel sees the clouds and the Cloud Man fly past the window. He jumps out of the plane 
to follow them. No one else can see Cloud Man (which makes us think he is in Joel’s imagination 
or Joel is having a dream) 

 

Joel (now played by a puppet) falls through the sky and is caught by the Cloud Man, who takes 
him to safety in the Weather Station in Cloud Land. Here he meets Flopsy, and Destiny the 
Dragon. Joel is frightened of Destiny but offers her biscuits and all is well. 

 

Cloud Man enters. Joel is very confused, “What is this place?” he asks. Cloud Man then starts to 
operate all the leavers and buttons on the machine behind him.  The next 3 scenes show how 
the weather is controlled in 3 different countries (United Kingdom, USA and Russia) 

 

Suddenly the alarm sounds and there is an emergency. Cloud Man starts pressing lots of 
buttons. Then we see that an aeroplane is in trouble. It is flying towards a mountain, in a big 
storm, and the weather instruments on board have failed. 

 

Joel has an idea. He picks up his camera and takes a picture with a flash. This allows the plane to 
see the mountain and it flies up and over the top of it. Everyone is safe.  

 

Joel returns to the UK and meets his mum in the airport. He is happy about the adventure he 
had and is excited to show her his photos—one after another of sky and clouds. She is impatient 
and walks away. Then he sees some photos on his camera of Cloud Man, Destiny and Flopsy. 

 

He can’t believe it! He thought he had seen everything in a dream! He runs off to tell his mum. 



The Show 

In this section special alerts are written in blue ink. 

When you enter the auditorium you will meet the Air Hostess who will take 
your ticket. When everyone is seated the lights get darker and music plays.  

The show starts with clouds and an aeroplane moving around the stage 

 

 

The next scene is Joel in 

his room. He is packing 

and finds a camera 

There is a photo flash 

Joel goes back to the past. 

It is his 7th birthday and 

his parents give him a 

camera. 

There is a photo flash 

Joel goes back to the cur-

rent time In the morning 

he looks at a photo of his 

dad. Joel feels sad. He sets 

off on a journey . 



There is a funny scene where we 

meet the Captain of Banter Air-

lines, who gives the safety instruc-

tion talk. He talks on a microphone. 

After the plane takes off everyone 

falls asleep.  

Joel sees the Cloud man out of the 

window and follows him on a fan-

tasy adventure. 

This is the Weather Station 

in Cloud Land. 

We can see the Cloud Man, 

Destiny and Flopsy 

The Cloud man shows Joel 

how all the machines work 

to change the weather. 

 

Joel  is  represented 

by a puppet on the 

fantasy adventure. 

He meets Flopsy the 

odd rabbit and Desti-

ny the Dragon 



This is the weather in 

Russia. The snow is fall-

ing on the Russian dolls 

There are a lot of sound 

effects in the weather 

scene—wind, rain, storm 

sounds 

. 

All of the team work together 

to stop the airplane crashing 

into the mountain.  

This scene has a lot of tension 

and sound effects relating to 

weather and the captain speak-

ing on the radio to control 

Joel is happy to be met by his mum at the airport. 

He shows her his photos however she walks away 

before she sees them all. 

 

At the end Joel has photos on his camera of Cloud 

man, Destiny and Flopsy. 

He is happy. 

 

THE END 

Audience clap 



Additional information 

The show is suitable for all people over 8. 

 

The show lasts for 30 minutes and does not have an interval. 

 

Photography and filming are not allowed during the performance. 

 

Eating and drinking are not allowed during the performance. 

 

Please enter and exit the room during the show. 

 

The show will be followed by a 15 minute Question and Answer session with the  

Company.  Everyone is welcome to stay for this. 

 

 

 

 


